A   HISTORY   OF    MEDICINE

Furthermore, it became obvious that there devolved upon the
State the duty of providing medical attendance on a large scale.
In Britain, the National Insurance Act of 1911 was the first step
in this direction, and the Ministry of Health, set up in 1919, has
interpreted still more widely the responsibility of a government
for the health and well-being of the citizen. Already in Russia
the entire medical profession has been mobilized,1 while in Britain
and America, as in other countries, social medicine is at the moment
a subject of keen discussion, which need not be considered in the
present work, although it will become history one day.

1 A. Newsholme and J. A. Kingsbury, Red Medicine, 1933 ; H. E. Sigerist, Socialized
Medicine in tlie Soviet Union, 1937
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